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6 WAYS TO  
FAST TRACK  
COUNCIL APPROVAL
FOR YOUR ARCHITECTURAL  
PROJECT



�

- - - - X

SURVIVING THE 
APPROVAL  
PROCESS 
- - - - X 

The planning phase of a project is exciting. All those 
ideas flying around, all that possibility, all the frisson and 
energy of creativity at  work. But it is also a nerve-
wracking time. Plans must be approved by the council 
and this can cause major delays or even failure for the 
project as a whole. So, what can you do to avoid such 
a catastrophe? What can you do to secure speedy 
success for your projects? 

We’ve compiled six tips to help you fast track the 
council planning department’s approval for your project: 
six ways to eliminate delay and to get the project off the 
ground sooner rather than later.
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“ 
Divide each difficulty into as 
many parts as is feasible and 

necessary  
to resolve it. 

” 
D E S C A R T E S  

1. DIVIDE, 
CONQUER 

AND DON’T 
DELAY 

- - - - X 

Delays can be costly, so the aim of the game is to make sure that you have 
as few delays as possible over the course of your project. This can be very 
challenging as architectural projects have many components.   

A good project manager will map out your project end-to-end, ensuring 
you have a full picture of all requirements and dependancies.  Make sure 
your project is clearly divided into distinct stages that allow you to easily 
identify and manage progress.      

Remember that the council’s planning department teams can handle 
different planning applications on the same property at the same time.  
Always check to see if your project can be divided into multiple 
applications. This seems obvious when you think about it but you would 
be surprised how many applicants don’t realise this. The trouble with 
submitting only one application is that one little detail can cause the whole 
project to grind to a halt. Don’t let this happen to you: submit a separate 
planning application for each part of your project, but submit these 
applications at the same time. This means that, as each component is 
processed and approved, you are free to start work. 
This way, even if one portion of your development plan hits a snag, at least 
work can begin on other, approved plans.
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“ 
Less is more. 

” 
M I E S  V A N  D E R  R O H E  

2. CAN YOU  
CDC? 

- - - - X 

The fewer components of your project that need to be approved by the 
council, the less time it will take to get your project underway. See if you 
can simplify the nature of your project so that you can apply for a CDC: a 
complying development certificate.  

The nature of a CDC dramatically reduces the amount of contact you need 
to wait for council approvals. An accredited certifier can approve a CDC, 
and will do so quickly and cheaply, saving you hassle, money, time, effort… 
just about everything really. 

Minimising your interactions with the council will make your life easier and 
will speed up the process in the long run. Any legitimate channels you can 
utilise to avoid dealing directly with the council should be pursued. This 
approach is often supported by council as it reduces their heavy workload.
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“ 
The only source of 

knowledge is experience. 

” 
E i n s t e i n  

3. LEVERAGE 
EXPERIENCE 

- - - - X 

Expert guidance helps to secure success for your project. Putting experts 
on the job will save you time and money in the long run. Enlist the services 
of an architect or planning consultant and relay what you need to say to 
council through them. They will understand the sometimes confusing 
language of council, and your project will go much more smoothly. 

The right sort of advice and consultation goes a long way when speed, 
quality or price is a priority. Spiral Architects Lab provides the initial 
consultation free of charge, so always feel free to come have a coffee with 
us and discuss your project. Even if you decide not to use our services, we 
can always help point you in the right direction. 
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“ 
Our visions… 

will end in plans  
if we do not follow them up  

with a vigorous effort to make them real. 

” 
O r i s o n  S w e t t  

M a r d e n  

4. TENACITY  
- - - - X 

This is the irritating bit; the bit where you need to get down into the 
trenches and get your hands dirty. The fact is that follow ups, reminders 
and messages of encouragement to the planning department really do 
work. They help to keep your project high on the priority list. 

This means regular phone calls to the office, gently pushing the issue 
through, and requesting updates. Make sure that either you or your 
architect is in regular contact with the planner at the council to check on 
your application. 
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“ 
Creativity takes a hit  

when people compete  
instead of collaborate 

” 
T e r e s a  A m a b i l e  

5. STOP, 
COLLABORATE 

AND LISTEN  
- - - - X 

One of the most frequent reasons for planning applications to stall or be 
rejected is the impact of the work on your neighbours. An effective way to 
circumvent this is to be social: get out and speak to your neighbours about 
their concerns. 

Perhaps your neighbours are happy with your development to go ahead 
unchanged. Maybe they have some reasonable suggestions to make 
about how to lessen its overall impact. Listening to what your neighbours 
have to say and getting them on your side is a major step towards planning 
success. 
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“ 
God is in the detail 

” 
A b y  W a r b u r g    

6. GO DEEP  
ON THE 
DETAIL 

- - - - X 

Simple errors on paper can lead to large issues in building. It is worth 
taking the time to check and double check everything: by catching an error 
early in the process you will save big bucks when it comes to construction. 

There is no trick to eliminating these pesky errors. Instead, you simply need 
to check, re-check, double check and double re-check that application 
and make sure that, to the best of your knowledge, you have not missed 
anything. 

This is where having an expert on your side is doubly helpful. Having a 
professional look over your application is always a good strategy. We at 
Spiral Architects Lab, understand the application procedure, as well as 
what must be done to make it a success. 
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SURVIVING THE 
APPROVAL  
PROCESS 
- - - - X 

We offer complimentary initial consultations to help you 
get started. Call us for a 15-minute chat or send us an 
email to arrange for a 50-minute discussion about your 
project. 

9906 7250 

2/113 Willoughby Rd  

Crows Nest 

info@SpiralArchitectsLab.com.au

- - - - X


